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INTRODUCTION 

Since 1978, the University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning has worked 

with schools, communities, teachers, students, and service organizations to tackle the 

serious challenges of improving literacy and learning among the nation’s adolescents.

 We are indebted to the many individuals who have accompanied us on our 

journey. The teachers and administrators who take risks—both personal and 

professional—to promote the widespread use of the Strategic Instruction Model 

in their schools or school systems bring our work to life. The members of the 

International Professional Development Network who share their expertise in the 

Strategic Instruction Model help educators become strategic teachers and, as a 

result, students become strategic learners. The partners in the education field who 

generously share their knowledge and time further our research and help us reach our 

goals.

 Each year, we recognize outstanding teachers, administrators, professional 

developers, and partners who inspire greater achievements. We offer this tribute and 

our sincerest congratulations to this year’s recipients of the SIM Leadership Award  

with profound appreciation for all of your efforts on behalf of adolescents and 

literacy. 

 

SIM LEADERSHIP AWARD

The SIM Leadership Award recognizes individuals who have shown exceptional 

leadership and excellent service to the Strategic Instruction Model by helping educators 

become strategic teachers and, as a result, students become strategic learners.

 SIM LEADERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS
1994

Connie Gentle 
Fran Clark
Jerri Neduchal

1995
Rosemary Tralli 
Vicky Day
JoAnn Graham  
Anne Millea

1996 
Gail Cheever
Joseph Rogan
Kim Short
Janet Jones
Shari Schindele

1997
Elaine Fine
Carla Soronen
Tony Van Reusen
Becky Wetzel

1998
Lawrence Bemish
Barbara Millikan
Judy O’Malley
Mary Anne Tharin

1999
Beverly Colombo 
Mary Ellen O’Hare
Judy Wollberg
Alice Henley
Susan Woodruff
Ann Valus

2000 
Nancy Sander
Susan Peterson Miller

2001 
Debbie Cooke
Patricia Graner
Karen Koskovich
Keith Lenz
Luanne Todd

2002 
Helen Barrier
Beverly Mommsen Downey
Cathy Spriggs

2003 
Cynthia Gibson
Peggy Graving-Reyes
Jane Stevenson
Barbara Vallejo

2004 
Charles A. Hughes
Diane Larson

2005 
Joan Fletcher
Ginger Williams

2006 
Victoria Cotsworth
Jim Knight
Lee Schwartz

2007 
Anita Friede
Joyce Rademacher

2008 
Barb Ehren

2009 
Pam Leitzell

2010 
Sheri Fiskum 
Janet Atallah

2011
Irma Brasseur-Hock
Kimberly K. Toebe

2012
Diane Gillam
Ann Hoffman
Beth Lasky

2014
Mary Black

2015
Kathy Boyle-Gast

2016
Jean H. Piazza

2017
Janice Creneti
Cindy Medici




